Agreement of Sale
EAGERTRIEVE ZA LABRADOR RETRIEVERS

Mrs. A Van Rooyen

Plot 84, Bashewa AH, Pretoria East, Gauteng, South Africa. 

Po Box 11238, Tiegerpoort 0056. 

0726900339 (cell) / 0865711078 (fax) 

angelique@eagertrievelabs.co.za
Visiting Eagertrieve: 

Visits are permitted based on prior notice, and only for those families that are on the adoption list for a puppy. Diseases such as Parvo have forced me to limit visitors as to protect the dogs and litters. It can wipe out entire litters. This devastating disease can be spread by unsuspecting people who visit multiple breeders or kennels in one day. I feel in this case it is better to be safe than sorry. If References are required it will be provided. I have many happy Eagertrieve owners and other Labrador breeders who can provide references for me. 
Getting on the List: 

Once you have completed and send me your adoption form, your name will be added to the list. Please keep in mind that most litters consist of between 6 and 9 puppies. Since I have no control over the number of puppies in a litter or the timing of the litters, I ask you to be patient. I will contact you if there is a puppy available. Feel free to contact me at any time. 
*A non-refundable deposit of R2500 is required and a signed copy of the contract in order to reserve a specific dog/puppy. 
· If the Buyer changes his mind after the Seller receives the deposit, it will be retained for care and advertising of dog/puppy until suitable placement can be arranged. 
· Seller has the option to terminate sale and return 100% of deposit fee prior to placement of dog/puppy. 
· The balance is due on the day you receive the puppy.
· No balances will be paid until the day of collection. 
· Additional charges shall include, but are not limited to: shipping charges, crate, and travel. Additional charges IF SHIPPED. The buyer is responsible for all transportation costs to and from seller’s residence.
Eagertrieve’s Commitment
At Eagertrieve Labradors, we take pride in our breeding and the puppies that we produce. Pedigrees are researched, health and genetics are evaluated, and matings are carefully thought out. Our pups are lovingly raised in our home and are well socialized. We are committed to producing quality Labradors that possess the classic Labrador temperament.

I am a committed breeder who likes to keep track of my puppies. It is important for me to know how their temperament and training is going. This will help me with future breeding of the lines that I choose. A good percentage of my dogs are field trained dogs, therefore temperament and health are of utmost concern for me as a breeder. 

When the puppies go to their new homes their vaccinations (4, 6, 9 weeks) and worming (2, 4, 6, 9 weeks) schedules are up to date ticks and fleas are controlled using x-spot and they have been microchipped for identification (paid for one year). A last trip will be made to my vet at 9 weeks for health checks. 
All puppies registered names will start with EAGERTRIEVE ZA. A registration certificate will be provided. It is however your responsibility to transfer the puppy onto your name.  

Your Commitment

Please be advised that puppies require a lot of time and work. Adopting a puppy is a huge commitment and should be thought out completely. I feel it is important to tell you we want our puppies to go to homes were they will live for life (approximately 15+ years). We expect their new owners to take the puppy to puppy socializing and basic obedience and spend the time reinforcing it at home. We want our puppies to work out for you and feel that training will help ensure this. This little guy/girl will be a loving member of your family and bring you amazing joy for years to come. I take pride in my dogs and want the best for them and their new families. Commit to training him now when he is small, and commit to take him with you through ALL of life’s changes. If you move, he must be welcome there, too. 

If you are not prepared to keep him when he is old and gray, PLEASE let him find another family NOW before he falls in love with you and commits himself as YOUR BEST FRIEND. 
1. Purchaser

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Residential address: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Postal address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone numbers: ______________________________________________________________________________________
 e -mail address: __________________________________________________________________________________________
* In case of joint ownership, all new owners’ details will be required.
*Purchaser will inform Breeder of any change of address during lifespan of puppy.
*Purchaser is not buying for or on behalf of another person and is not an agent.
*Contract is for life of the pup and parties bind their respective heirs to the agreement.
2. Pet

Call Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
KUSA Registered Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Age: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ Breed: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Date of Birth: ____________________________________________________________________________________________   
Sex: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Color: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

 KUSA Reg.  Number (if available): ____________________________________________________________________________

 Microchip No. of Puppy: ___________________________________________________________________________________
3. Dam 
KUSA Registered Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
KUSA Registration Number: _________________________________________________________________________________

Date of Birth: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Color: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Microchip Number: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Health screening results: ___________________________________________________________________________________
4. Sire 

Registered Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
KUSA Registration Number: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Date of Birth: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Color: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Microchip Number: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Health screening results: ___________________________________________________________________________________
5. Agreed purchase price: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
Deposit: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Method of payment and terms of payment: ___________________________________________________________________
 *pup will only be released to buyer upon receipt of full payment.
6. Transportation and costs involved:
* The buyer is responsible for all transportation costs to and from seller’s residence.
7. Acknowledgement that puppy has been inspected by new owner and no patent/latent Defects are evident:
*Vet card from Seller’s Veterinarian provided: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
*Purchaser to have puppy examined by own Veterinarian within 72 hours.
8. Breed restrictions and endorsements:
*Please note that I don't allow breeding of my puppies. All of Eagertrieve Labrador pet puppies are sold with a KUSA BREEDING RESTRICTION which is a not for breeding registration. If you are not a KUSA registered breeder, Show or work your dogs-They must be spayed/ neutered at 8 months. If you want to breed from a dog that has shown to have credit in the show ring or in the work he does eg. Tracking, agility, field trials, therapy etc. A breeding Restriction may be lifted once the hips, elbows and eyes have been cleared and proof has been sent to me. Also a female have to be at least two years old.
*purchaser must agree to have dog spayed or neutered and a copy of the veterinary certificate be sent to Breeder.
9. Breed Specific health issues:  (HD, ED, EYES, and PRA etc.)
Many veterinary specialists are able to tell us what genetic defects are and how we can prevent them, namely not breeding with affected animals. That sounds very simple, but it isn’t. As for the Labrador retriever, we are talking about 111 (one hundred eleven) genetic defects, of which only a few are tested: several eye diseases like PRA and cataract, elbow dysplasia and hip dysplasia. If an animal is tested and no signs of genetic defects are found, a breeder may be quite sure that the offspring of this animal will not develop these genetic defects, especially when these genetic defects weren’t found in the parents of this animal either. However, if an animal is tested and signs of genetic defects are found, while this animal was born out of phenotypically unaffected parents, the breeder has a problem. Should he use this combination again, or should he stop breeding one or both parents, even when all the other puppies are phenotypically unaffected? 

Nobody is perfect. No human being, no Labrador retriever is perfect. We may check for 4, 6 or 10 out of 111 genetic defects and a dog might prove to be phenotypically unaffected, but this can mean that the dog is a carrier of dozens of other genetic defects. With all the genetic and medical knowledge we have, science didn’t succeed in creating a human being without any genetic defects, let alone a Labrador retriever. All the programs invented to eliminate a genetic defect like canine hip dysplasia didn’t lead to the fact that we are now able to guarantee the production of Labrador Retrievers without hip dysplasia, or will be in the near future. So there are other facts to consider.

Some genotypic defects will never become phenotypical genetic defects, and some genetic defects will only become phenotypical in some animals, maybe even once in every 20 or 30 generations. Other genetic defects will only become phenotypical as a result of wrong exercise or wrong nutrition, especially during the first year of a puppy’s life. Thus it is possible that generations and generations of Labradors will be produced who are phenotypically free of hip dysplasia and elbow dysplasia, and will satisfy many, many buyers of Labrador Retrievers for their entire life, while other Labradors, from the same parents, but raised under less optimal environmental circumstances, will develop hip dysplasia or elbow dysplasia. So if you want to be sure if your puppy has no genetic defect like hip dysplasia or elbow dysplasia, you could provoke these genetic defects by overfeeding and physically overstressing it during the first year of its life. 
However, most people realize that they didn’t buy a test automobile but a living animal and will not take the chance that a skeletal defect develops. They realize that “responsible ownership” includes taking good care of your puppy and preventing it from developing skeletal defects. Furthermore: breeders may claim that “incompetent use” of a puppy leads to the fact that they are no longer responsible for the quality of their “product”. 

Some genetic traits have a high degree of heritability, while other genetic traits or defects, like hip dysplasia and elbow dysplasia, have a low degree of heritability. No serious breeder will breed a dog with phenotypical hip dysplasia or elbow dysplasia, unless he knows for sure that such a defect was caused by the wrong nutrition or wrong physical exercise (trauma) during the first year, that the parents and grandparents of this dog didn’t have the phenotypical defect, and that this dog is unique and important to the development of his breeding stock (or even to the breed as a whole). 
There are four major modes of inheritance that cause most of the defects in dogs: autosomal recessive, autosomal dominant, sex-linked recessive and polygenic. 

PRA, for instance, are autosomal recessive traits. 
1. Both parents are proven carriers, but generally show no phenotypic manifestation of the trait. 
2. The trait tends to occur in one generation and then skips one or two generations until carrier descendants are again mated, allowing the genes to be expressed. 
3. Males and females are affected equally. 
4. Matings between carriers (heterozygotes) on the average produce 25% affected (homozygous recessive), 50% carriers (heterozygous) and 25% that do not have the mutant gene (homozygous dominant). 

Some forms of epilepsy and deafness are autosomal dominant. 
1. At least one parent of an affected offspring must show the trait. 
2. The trait occurs in successive generations (no skipping). 
3. Males and females are affected equally. 
4. About 50% of the offspring of an affected parent will be affected. 

(Hemophilia A (a bleeding disorder that slows the blood clotting process), for instance, is a sex-linked recessive defect.) 
1. On the average half the male offspring of a carrier dam are affected. 
2. On the average half the female offspring of a carrier dam are carriers. 
3. The trait may skip generations. 
4. The pattern of transmission is often called oblique, because the gene goes from phenotypically normal dams, to    affected sons, and then to phenotypically normal carrier daughters. 
5. Affected males transmit the gene to all of their daughters and to none of their sons, because the sons receive the Y- and not the X-chromosome. 
6. If both parents are affected with the trait, all offspring are affected. 
7. For an affected female offspring to emerge, the dam must be at least a carrier, and the sire must be affected with the trait. 
8. Most affected offspring in a typical pedigree are male. 
9. There may be related affected males on the maternal side of the pedigree, but only rarely (if ever) on the paternal side. 
10. All male offspring of an affected female are affected with the trait when the sire is normal, and all daughters are phenotypically normal carriers. 

These traits are more complex than the typical dominant or recessive genetic trait. The additive interaction of the genes can cause variable results and the gene can be easily passed on to other generations without being identified. 
Canine hip dysplasia and elbow dysplasia are believed to be polygenic defects. 
1. As with the recessive trait, both the sire and the dam must contribute one or more of the genes that cause the abnormal phenotype in the offspring. 
2. Unlike recessive traits, the contribution from the sire and dam need not to be equal. 
3. Since we do not know the number or the specific effect of the genes involved in polygenic traits in dogs, no predictable Mendelian ratios are associated with these traits. 
4. Both sexes are affected with polygenic traits (excluding sex-limited traits), but not necessarily in equal numbers. 
5. The trait may skip generations and may appear to be erratic in occurrence. 

Especially when it comes to polygenic defects it is hard to tell which one of the parents is mainly responsible for the defect in part of the offspring. It is throughout possible that the bitch and the sire are equally responsible, but it could be that the bitch’s part is 99, 5% and the sire’s part is 0, 5%, or the other way around. A breeder might exclude both animals from the breeding stock, but this could mean that he would exclude a valuable animal that would produce normal puppies if mated to another partner. 

“Studies in dogs with HD have shown that HD may be a polygenetic disease, needing more abnormal genes to act together in expressing HD in the affected dog.”  Science knows too little about genetic defects to be able to tell us breeders which dogs will produce offspring with genetic defects, and which will not. “DNA-screening tests have to be the future goal for the international kennel clubs and breeders associations”. 
Okay, so it is possible that one day a simple DNA screening test will tell us if a Labrador retriever is affected by one or more out of 111 genetic defects. But will it tell us something about the severity of these genetic defects? Let’s presume that all Labrador Retrievers carry the genes for hip dysplasia and elbow dysplasia. All of them. Let’s presume that all Labrador Retrievers have been doing so since the 1850’s. This would mean that these genetic defects can’t be eliminated. So what should we do then? Stop breeding Labradors and let the breed become extinct? Or rely once more on the mode of inheritance and degree of heritability, like we have been doing for more than 150 years? 150 years in which breeders of Labrador Retrievers provided millions of people with a lifetime friend, a unique dog, healthy on the outside but carrier of a gene that might pop up once in a while? Maybe even once in 80 years? 
Maybe we should just wait until there is a matured and reliable DNA test that is able to tell the breeder or buyer of a puppy what their chances are to get a phenotypically healthy puppy, even if it might carry the gene for a defect hidden deep down somewhere. And one thing is certain: no DNA test will ever be able to provide us with perfect Labradors, let alone perfect human beings. Because they do not exist and they never will.
Most Labradors are screened for hip dysplasia and elbow dysplasia between the age of one and two years. The results of these screenings are usually final, if the owner reconciles to the facts. To illustrate how “scientific” the screening results are: it is possible that an x-ray produces the result of (moderate bad hips) and that the same x-ray, examined by the same expert a few weeks later (probably in a better mood or with more time) produces the result of (excellent). Another disturbing fact is that most veterinary specialists, who examine x-rays without seeing the dog, are not (yet) able to tell the difference between dysplasia caused by genetic defects and dysplasia caused by trauma. 
So for a breeder it is rather difficult to trust the experts’ judgement. 
“Look at the whole dog”. When you see a completely healthy dog with all the traits you want to see in a Labrador retriever that is your starting point, because that is the phenotypical dog you want to reproduce. And as long as scientists aren’t able to tell us if this super dog produces 0.001 or 99.999% of the genetic defects, breeders have to rely on what the eye can see. 

Sure, if it’s clear that my dog will transmit a serious genetic defect to his offspring, I will exclude that dog from the breeding program immediately. But what if the chance that this will happen with my dog is 0.001%? What if the chance that this will happen with all dogs is 0.001? Should I move on to breeding worms? 
If veterinary scientists want us to take them seriously, they should provide us with realistic and feasible prognostications. And in the cases they are not able to do so (yet), they should restrain from screaming blue murder or coming out with catchphrases. 

A breeder is not liable for any genetic defect when he: 
1. has done all he can to research the ancestors of his breeding stock, to make sure that these dogs didn’t have any serious genetic defects. 
2. Had the parents of his puppies screened for serious genetic defects in the breed. 
3. Has made sure that any signs of serious phenotypical defects in his breeding stock could only have been caused by environmental influences. 

A purchase deed regarding to a puppy is usually not a contract in which the rights and the observance of duties of the buying side and the selling side are of equal standing. Observance of the seller’s duties can be verified thoroughly, by health certificates, pedigree certificates, etc., but the only verifiable duty of the buyer is payment. The buyer might say that he gave his puppy the right nutrition, the right amount of food, the right physical exercise, etc. but the seller is not able to verify the observance of these important conditions. 
Due to the fact that the right nutrition and the right exercise of a Labrador puppy during its first year can be of overriding importance regarding to the question if the puppy will develop a manifest genetic defect or not, in other words: to the fact that a phenotypically normal puppy may change into a phenotypically abnormal puppy, it is not advisable to include genetic matters in the purchase deed. A breeder may guarantee the fact that a puppy is a pure-bred Labrador, descending from this sire and that dam. He may guarantee the fact that both the sire and the dam were phenotypically normal and healthy at the time of the mating and that the puppy was phenotypically normal and healthy at the time of deliverance. But no breeder can guarantee that a phenotypically normal Labrador puppy will not change into a phenotypically abnormal Labrador puppy, and no breeder can guarantee that the puppy will become a show champion, because all these matters are beyond his range of influence. Pure research showed the important environmental influences on the occurrence of genetic defects during the first year of a puppy’s life. If a buyer of a puppy is not willing to take this risk, he should buy an adult Labrador and not a puppy. 

10. What we can guarantee at Eagertrieve Za:  
*Although no breeder can truly “guarantee” that a dog will be free from heredity disorders, we DO guarantee that we have researched pedigrees and health clearances to the best of our abilities. Eagertrieve Labs uses only sound breeding stock to lessen the occurrence of defects considered to be hereditary. While we cannot “guarantee” that your dog will be free of genetic defects, we do guarantee that both parents were reported to be free of hip or elbow dysplasia and hereditary eye diseases at the time of the breeding. Copies of those reports will be provided. 

* Note that nutritional and environmental factors also play a role in joint health. Poor nutrition and excess weight can contribute to these disorders, as can injury. Therefore, the new owner assumes part of the responsibility for the orthopedic health of their dog. 

*As a condition of sale and guarantee, you agree to feed a good quality dog food / canine diet, and you agree to keep the pup in good physical condition by allowing him or her to exercise at will. You further agree to monitor the pup/ growing dog’s weight to ensure that s/he does not become overweight. We recommend that you only feed your puppy the brands of dog food available at your local veterinarian (eg. EUKANUBA; ROYAL CANINE; VETS CHOISE; HILLS; ULTRA DOG. Etc.)

 *Monitor your puppy to make sure it receives proper exercise but does not get injured. Do not allow jumping on and off furniture or stairs. Also, keep the puppy off slippery flooring. Your puppy will benefit from regular walks and from play sessions in your yard. Avoid strenuous exercise and do not jog your dog until he is at least 12 months old. Although “agility” is a fun sport to be involved with and offers an opportunity for team work with your dog, it is well documented that jumping can do major damage to growing joints. Do not allow your puppy to roughhouse with larger or older dogs to avoid injury.

11. Policy with regards to refunds, returns, exchange etc should the puppy develop any of the following:
Once the puppy leaves my care and the healthy environment of my kennel at 9 weeks:

· The Purchaser is required to have the dog checked by a veterinarian within 72 hours of receipt of the dog, thereafter if the dog becomes unwell (except for Parvo), it will be deemed that the dog has contracted a condition derived from the Purchaser’s property or the Purchaser’s actions.  If the Purchaser foregoes the 72 hour health check, the Seller is not responsible for any costs incurred. 
· If there are no symptoms of parvo for 7-14 days (i.e. Vomiting, bloody dioerea, not eating, lethargic), then it's impossible for the puppy to have contracted Parvo while in the Sellers care, and if any symptoms are present within the 2 week period the puppy must be returned to my vet at Bapsfontein Animal Hospital where I can visit and cover the costs, if this agreement is not adhered to then I will not take responsibility for any illness or vetenary expenses. 
· If the dog contracted any virus or ailments within 14 days (resulting in death or euthanasia) that in the opinion of both the Seller and the Buyers Veterinarians had its origin at the Breeders Residence the Seller will refund the balance paid by the buyer to the Seller.
· If a genetic condition is sufficiently serious in the opinion of two qualified veterinarians, at least one of whom is selected by the Seller to warrant euthanasia of the dog. The Seller binds herself to replace the dog with one of equivalent quality from the first litter bred by the Seller (No Refunds)*Purchaser will have dog x -rayed / tested and results and information sent to Breeder for own records

12. Policy with regards to re-homing:

* Should the Purchaser not be in a position to keep the dog for any reason, the Seller has first right of refusal to take the dog back. Dog may not be sold or given to a welfare organization or be re-homed without written consent from the Breeder. The Breeder undertakes to assist the owner in re-homing the dog should it become necessary.
* If dog is lost or dies, the Purchaser is obliged to inform the Breeder and is obliged to return the registration certificate to the Breeder or the KUSA.

* Buyer agrees to take responsibility for welfare of the dog and to attend to its needs with Regards to shelter, food, vaccinations, veterinary treatment, training, exercise, socializing.
And being a responsible pet owner as is described in the pledge that Accredited Breeders are required to sign.
*Purchaser will agree not to amputate or dock the tail after purchase unless required due to an injury and is performed by a Veterinarian
By signing below you are acknowledging that you have read this document in its entirety and agree to the terms of this contract. Agreement is binding- no addition to or variation will be accepted unless in writing and Signed by both parties. 



Thank you for taking the time to read my policies.  Any questions?  Please call me at 0726900339

_______________________________________________ 
Seller Signature /Date
 
_______________________________________________ 
Buyer Signature /Date 
NO PUPPY WILL BE RELEASED WITHOUT A SIGNED CONTRACT.

NO EXCEPTIONS.

